Building Friends,

Thanksto your past gener osity, we have six homesat Milford M eadows
that are occupied by six lovely families. We recently celebrated with the
Thompson family at the dedication of their home in the Rhoney’s View
Community. At thistime we also have two mor e under construction; onein the
Heaton community, (our 27th), and the family should be spending Christmasin
their own new home. They are Chrisand Amanda Gwyn and their children
Tylor and Katie. Thisdoes not happen by itself. It will include 3500 hour s of
volunteer labor, and 500 hours of “ sweat equity” by the partner family.

I'n addition to contributions of materialsfrom local businesses and
sponsors, it will cost $75,000 - $85,000 to complete a safe, energy efficient home.
This cost also addressesthe many needs of our partner familiesincluding their
health and physical well being. With increasing prices on groceries, heating costs
and utilities, low-income families are having a very hard timejust paying for the
basic necessities.

Billy and Wendy Thompson are best described by statements from their
original application. “We want a stable life for our children, Laura & Matthew.”
Their trailer was hard to heat and too small for their family. Billy & Wendy had
to deep on a slegper sofa so that the children could have their own rooms. Like so
many of our family members, they suffer from respiratory illness. Extreme
temperature changes aggravated this condition. Laminate flooring and central
heat have solved most of this problem.

There has hardly been atimewhen providing safe, secure, and affordable
housing ismore needed. The Gwyn, Hudson, Brown, Lunsford and Sheppard
partner families are hoping to moveinto their new homes so they can raisetheir
familiesin decent surroundings. Thisisin addition to the nine families currently
in the selection process.

When Chasidie Hudson and her two children, Sienna & Dakota first
applied, we had to turn them down. They were homeless, living with friends, and
Chasidie had just started a new job. Since that time, due to her work ethic and
the support of her church, sheisrenting a trailer, has a steady job, and the shell
of her new home is complete. She and the children have been working on putting
in sweat equity hours as the house is being constructed. Words are hardly
adequateto describe the look on their faces as the site goes from being graded, to
the foundation being set, to thefirst floor being framed, to the second floor being
framed, to the roof trusses being set. She and her children look forward to being
in their own home by early spring.
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Robert Lunsford is a single dad with two lovely little girls Bonnie & Lucie. He has worked at
Baxter Healthcare for over twenty years. Due to his work schedule, his daughters have to get up in the
middle of the night and finish their deep at their grandmother’s, who then gets them off to school. Robert
suffersfrom asthma dueto living in a worn out and moldy trailer. Moving into a home with central heat
and laminate flooring will solve many of his health problems. When he heard he was approved for a
Habitat house he took a week’svacation to start his sweat equity hours.

Lynn & Angela Brown support their family on two part time jobs and disability. Their children,
Olivia, Chandler, and Sarah attend Cranberry Middle and Freedom Trail Elementary schools. They are
“sick of throwing away money on rent”. Their home will have to be completely handicapped accessible
because of Angdla’s needs. Yet like so many of our families, they work on fulfilling their sweat equity
hoursin addition to their regular jobs, so their dream of home owner ship can become a reality. They and
their three children live in a house that is very expensive to heat in the winter, and has no washer &
dryer, so they have to go to the laundromat to wash their clothes. Their interest-free Habitat mortgage
including property taxes, homeowner insurance and home owner association dues, will be around $400 a
month. At the date of closing they will get their wish and stop “throwing away money on rent”.

The Sheppard’s are our newest partner family. Michael & Edith are expecting their third child in
December. Their other daughters, Erica & Rebecca are eight and three years old. The family rents a
house with orange water, inadequate insulation and a leaky roof. These conditions will make for a very
hard winter. Like many of our families, they are paying rent that isinconsistent with the value received.
They are excited to have the opportunity to own their own home and raise their family in a safe and
decent environment.

Since coming to work with Avery County Habitat for Humanity, | have come to appreciate that
housing is largely about children’s health. Just being in an environment without lead paint, so toddlers
won’'t suffer neurological damage as they teethe, not being around space heaters, so children won't get
burned or havelung distress from a smoky woodstove. When children grow up healthier, missfewer days
of school, get better grades, they arethen 116% more likely to graduate from college than the population
in general. That fact istheresult of a survey by Habitat for Humanity International.

This summer seven of our children attended the Avery County 4-H Summer W.O.W. Program as a
result of a grant from the Community Foundation of Western North Carolina. In addition, thanksto 4-H,
all of our partner children are wearing safety helmets when they ride their bicycles. The Kiwanis Club of
Banner Elk gave a donation to start a playground. We now have a basketball goal at the Gilmer
Community Center, soon to be followed by a volleyball net. Here at Milford Meadows, we build more
than houses, we build community.

We are asking you to participate in our ministry. As an organization directed by faith, we put all
money received into the cost of construction trusting that more will come. As good stewards we do not
want to over-promise our families waiting for a home. The need for many is great, and is made more
urgent by the approaching cold months.

We need your help to complete two homesin the next few months and start two morein the spring.
Theneed isimmediate and real. Please prayerfully contribute to the ongoing construction effort of
Avery County Habitat for Humanity.

Building on Faith,

Terry Woodr uff
Executive Dir ector



